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Understanding Special Student Populations:
Educational Impact and Strategies for Success 
Module Home
Module Description: This module offers a broad overview of how different student characteristics (i.e., culture, language, exceptionality, and socioeconomic status) affect learning and how teachers can better meet the needs of all students in their classes (est. completion time: 2 hours).
Challenge
Video: Ms. Christie—a history instructor at Chester Himes Middle School—is playing private detective this week.

	       NOTES
	


Initial Thoughts
How do differences in students’ backgrounds and characteristics affect their academic performance?
What should teachers understand to facilitate success for all students?

	       NOTES
	


Perspectives & Resources
Module Objectives
Describe the heterogeneity of students in today’s classrooms
List five ways in which student differences influence learning
Identify ways in which educators can facilitate success for different student populations

	       NOTES
	



Page 1: Introduction to Special Student Populations
Students in classrooms across the nation represent different races, ethnicities, cultures, and socioeconomic backgrounds, and they speak many different languages.
Consider the following statistics… [bullet points]

	       NOTES
	



Page 2: Influence of Teacher Perceptions
Teacher perceptions—the thoughts or mental images teachers have about their students—are shaped by their background knowledge and life experiences.
Video: Watch the First Thoughts/Digging Deeper movie below.
Why Perceptions Matter
· High Expectations/Low Expectations [tables]
· Research Shows

	       NOTES
	



Page 3: Universal Frameworks and Practices
Every student learns in their own way based on their individual strengths, needs, preferences, and interests.
Link: explicit instruction [definition]
Link: evidence-based practices (EBPs) [definition]
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) [drop-down menu]
· Link: learner variability [definition]
· Link: text-to-speech [definition]
· Link: graphic organizers [definition]
· Link: manipulatives [definition]
Differentiated Instruction [drop-down menu]
· Link: flexible grouping [definition]
· Link: instructional scaffolding [definition]
Explicit Instruction [drop-down menu]
· For Your Information
· Link: maintenance [definition]
Evidence-Based Practices [drop-down menu]
To do this, educators can… [bullet points]
Educator Toolbox

	       NOTES
	



Page 4: Cultural Considerations
When we use the word culture, we are generally referring to the beliefs, values, customs, and social behaviors of a group that are reflected in their everyday life.
Research Shows
Why Culture Matters
· Teacher Behavior/Student Behavior/Misperception/Reality [table]
· For Your Information
What Educators Can Do
· Get to Know Your Students [drop-down menu]
· Connect Learning to Students’ Lives [drop-down menu]
· Did You Know?
· Audio: Alfredo Artiles discusses the importance of recognizing and valuing different storytelling styles.

	       NOTES
	



Page 5: Language Considerations
Today’s classrooms are often comprised of students who are fluent in English, learning English as a second language, or bilingual.
Why Language Matters
· Stage of Second Language Acquisition/Description of Language Capabilities [table]
· As students progress through these stages, they develop two types of language proficiency… [bullet points]
· Social Language (BICS)/Academic Language (CALP) [tables]
· For Your Information
· Video: To get a better sense of what these students might be experiencing, watch the movie below and try to follow along with the teacher’s lecture in Portuguese.
· To further understand what students might experience, apply any foreign language skills you might have to translate the following sentences… [numbered list]
· A lack of awareness about the difficulty of academic language might lead a teacher to believe that the student is not trying or that they have learning difficulties, which could potentially result in… [bullet points]
· Audio: The late Janette Klingner talks about some common misperceptions teachers have about English learners.
· Research Shows
What Educators Can Do
· Sheltered Instruction [drop-down menu]
· Provide Contextual Supports [drop-down menu]
· Activate Background Knowledge [drop-down menu]
· Teach Vocabulary [drop-down menu]
· Teach Comprehension Strategies [drop-down menu]
· Provide Opportunities for Practice [drop-down menu]
· Assign Cooperative Learning Activities [drop-down menu]
· Something to Consider
· Audio: Diane Torres-Velasquez explains why the belief that mathematics is a universal language is false and what teachers need to consider when teaching mathematics.
Educator Toolbox

	       NOTES
	



Page 6: Exceptionality Considerations
As educators, you will have exceptional learners—students who are gifted and talented and students with disabilities—in your classroom.
Link: gifted and talented [definition]
Link: disabilities [definition]
Link: free appropriate public education (FAPE) [definition]
Link: least restrictive environment [definition]
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)—the federal law that guarantees students with disabilities the right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE)—recognizes 13 disability categories… [bullet points]
Students with disabilities are served in almost every classroom, not just special education classrooms. [bullet points]
Why Exceptionalities Matter
· These benefits include… [bullet points]
· Example of Educator Misconception
· Link: Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) [definition]
· These learning barriers can be related to… [bullet points]
· Did You Know?
· Research Shows
What Educators Can Do
· Create a Supportive Environment [drop-down menu]
· Provide Individualized Supports [drop-down menu]
· Audio: Ginger Blalock discusses some key considerations for students with disabilities.
Educator Toolbox

	       NOTES
	



Page 7: Socioeconomic Considerations
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Just as students will have varied cultural backgrounds, speak many languages, and have different learning needs, they will also come from various socioeconomic levels.
Why SES Matters
· For Your Information
· Potential Challenges/Impact on Students [tables]
· Research Shows
· Audio: Listen as Lanette Waddell, former Director of Teaching and Learning in Urban Schools (TLUS), discusses this in more detail.
What Teachers Can Do
· Create a Support Network [drop-down menu]
· Motivate and Engage Students [drop-down menu]
· Link: extrinsic rewards [definition]
· Engage Families [drop-down menu]
· Audio: Listen as Dolores Battle discusses the importance of language for developing literacy and what teachers can do to support students’ learning.
· Activity
· Audio: In the first audio, Richard Milner provides some insights into this situation.
· Audio: In the second, he discusses how teachers might address similar circumstances.
Educator Toolbox
Page 8: References & Additional Resources
Suggested module citation
References
Additional Resources
Credits


Wrap Up
Summary of the module
Student Differences/What Educators Can Do [table]
Audio: In this audio, Lanette Waddell, former Director of Teaching and Learning in Urban Schools (TLUS), suggests ways that teachers can get to know their students better.
Revisiting Initial Thoughts

	       NOTES
	


Assessment
Take some time now to answer the following questions.

	       NOTES
	



6
[image: IDEAs that Work: U.S. Office of Special Education Programs.][image: ][image: Vanderbilt: Peabody College.]The contents of this resource were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, #H325E220001. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officer, Sarah Allen. 030725


image1.png
MRIRISCENTER




image2.png
IDEAS
Nork





image3.emf









image4.png
VANDERDBILT

Peabody College




